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the same.* I very gladly set myself to the task,
and in a few weeks I finished my model, which
was about a cubit high, in yellow wax and very
delicately finished in all its details. I had made it
with the most thorough study and art.t

The Duke returned to Florence, but several
days passed before I had an opportunity of
showing my model. It seemed indeed as though he
had never set eyes on me or spoken with me, and
this caused me to augur ill of my future dealings
with his Excellency. Later on, however, one day
after dinner, I took it to his wardrobe, where he
came to inspect it with the Duchess and a few
gentlemen of the court. No sooner had he seen
it than he expressed much pleasure, and extolled
it to the skies; wherefrom I gathered some hope
that he might really be a connoisseur of art.
After having well considered it for some time,
always with greater satisfaction, he began

*Cosimo chose the subject of Perseus because it
symbolized his own victory over the Gorgon of ty-
rannicide and Republican partisanship. Donatello's
Judith, symbolizing Justifiable regicide, and Michel-
angelo's David, symbolizing the might of innocent
right against an overbearing usurper, already deco-
rated the Florentine piazza. Until late, both of these
masterpieces stood together there with the Perseus
of Cellini.

tThis is probably the precious model now existing
in the Bargello Palace at Florence, in many points
more interesting than the completed bronze statutS
under the Loggia de' Lanzi.